After enduring the misdirected efforts of organi zed medicine in 1994 to effect the enactment of some type of national socialized med icine, rather than oppo se it, it is refre shin g to see that our specialty organ izations at least have now identified and are working to obtain meaningful legislation. In the first week of
Otolaryngology has joined a coalition of specialists lead by orthopedists to promote access to specialized care. The third and equally important problem is to allow physicians reasonable compensation for their services. This is called antitrust relief. At the present time the government interprets the antitrust law so that business people, insurance companies and managed care groups are unrestricted in their unfair practice to pay as little as they wish--take it or leave it.
And on the other hand , physicians are constrained by the antitrust law from effective collective bargaining or negotiation for fees with the greedy businessmen. The faire st way would be that everyone in the land , including those in the game of baseball , would strictly follow antitrust laws . The alternative is to seek special exceptions from the law so that physicians could get together and negotiate fairly. Our effectiveness in obtaining this type of legislation will determine the future of medicine in the United States .
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